No statistically significant differences were observed in body surface areas, heights, or ages between the two patient groups (Table I) . Nerve conduction studies (nerve conduction velocities, amplitudes, and latencies) were within normal limits for 48 of the patients in group 1, but one or more peripheral neurological problems (mononeuropathies, radiculopathies, or polyneuropathy) were observed in the remaining 38 patients (44%) ( Table II) . In contrast, neurological problems were found in only two patients (7%) in group 2. There were no statistically sig-nificant nerve conduction time differences between group 1 and group 2 patients who showed no peripheral neurological problems (P > 0.05). Some patients who had abnormal nerve conduction results had no neurological complaints in their histories; other patients reported previous complaints related to neurological problems, but they had never requested medical support for these. The most frequent peripheral nerve lesions were uni-or bilateral carpal tunnel syndromes (21 cases) or cervical (C) 5-6 root radiculopathies (13 cases); sensory axonal polyneuropathy was rare (6 cases).
Patients with peripheral arterial atherosclerosis have nerve lesions related to chronic ischaemia in the extremity involved. 1, 4, 5) However, no studies have indicated that atherosclerosis affects peripheral nerves in other (nonischaemic) parts of the body. In this study, patients with coronary artery disease showed a greater predisposition to peripheral neurological problems than those without such disease (44% versus 7% respectively). Although atherosclerosis was not always associated with decreased nerve conduction velocity, more peripheral nerve lesions were observed in patients with atherosclerosis, and the reasons for this need to be investigated. Finally, it was observed that atherosclerosis does not entail systemic neurological involvement or a decrease in nerve conduction velocity. Values are mean ± standard deviation. BSA = body surface area. 24(92%) 0 1 1 0 NCS = nerve conduction study; CTS = carpal tunnel syndrome; C 5-6 = cervical 5 and 6th nerves.
